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had been given over to the representatives of the press.

From the first it was evident that both the Council of
Commissars and the German Ambassador were the targets
of the Opposition. The note was struck by the delegate
from the Congress of Ukrainian Peasants, Alexandrof,
who in a speech moving in its simplicity described the lot
of his countrymen under the German rule. All the Ukraine,
he cried, was in insurrection against Eichhorn and Skoro-
padsky, and he closed with a passionate appeal: " Come to
our aid, comrades; only when we have chased from Kiev our
Mirbach, Baron Mumm, will you be able to chase from
Eussia the Mumm of Moscow, Count Mirbach ". From the
seats of the Left Social Revolutionaries came a roar of
fury and applause. " Down with Mirbach! " " Down with
Brest!" "Down with the lackeys of Germany!" they
howled, shaking their fists at the Bolsheviks and in the
impassive face of the German Ambassador.

That day and the next dragged on. The Bolsheviks were
on the defensive. Neither the sardonic Sverdlov nor the
caustic Trotsky appealed to the Congress as strongly as
the bitter assaults of the Social Revolutionaries. They
attacked the Bolsheviks for their foreign policy, for their
use of the death sentence, and for their neglect of the
peasants, but it was their relations with Germany that had
put iron into the soul of the Opposition.

Spiridonova, who had achieved a crown of living
martyrdom through her survival of rape by a guard of
Cossacks after her assassination of an Imperial governor,
whipped her audience into hysterical passion by her
denunciation of the Government. Trotsky, in an attempt
to answer her, was howled down. Sverdlov rang his presi-
dential bell in vain. The minority were out of hand.
Suddenly Lenin appeared on the platform, pushing his way
between the members of the Central Executive Committee.
As he passedJie gave a pat on the shoulder to the distraught
Sverdlov. He faced the roaring delegates with a smile. To